
A Guide to Reading Books at Whitegate  

At Whitegate, children who start at our Nursery setting receive a book bag and library book. The 

majority of our children attend the Nursery full time. During their time at Nursery they are exposed 

to daily phonics.  

As children enter the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) setting their phonics knowledge is 

assessed and they are grouped appropriately. Children in EYFS receive daily phonics in their 

groups. Children in EYFS will take home a library book and a Read Write Inc phonics book. 

When children enter Year 1, the expectation is for them to have a good understanding of their 

initial sounds and to be able to orally blend. For example, sound out ‘m-a-t’ and blend the word 

to say ‘mat’. At the end of Year 1 children are assessed on their ability to blend 40 real and alien 

words. This assesses their ability to apply their phonic knowledge and decode words. Children in 

Year 1 take home a reading book to match their phonics level or reading age and a library book. 

 

 

 

 

 

As our results above show, the majority of children leaving Year 1 have passed their Phonics 

Screening Check and are beginning to read fluently. When they move into Year 2, sounds are 

revisited during spelling lessons and those who have not passed receive daily phonics again. 

Children in Year 2 take home a reading book to match their phonics level or reading age and a 

library book.  

The expectation is that children who have not passed the Phonics Screening Check in Year 1 are 

re-assessed in Year 2. If children are in need of more support, they will receive daily phonics until 

they are secure. We offer this from Year 2 to 6. 

As children reach the end of the Read Write Inc scheme, they move onto Oxford Reading Tree 

books. When children reach a reading age and comprehension age of 8 years, they are no longer 

expected to read a scheme book, they can now access our library books and be a Rainbow 

Reader.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Phonics 
 Whitegate  National 

2017 80% 81% 

2018 83% 81% 

2019 91% 82% 
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age of 8 years 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 

  

 

  

 


